/ 


ajjdl 


V\J°i5le.© 


REGULATORS  AND  OUTLAWS  OF  FLORIDA 


PAGE 

McMurtie,  William  1 

Fielding,  Nick  8 

Disguised  as  Indians  9 

"Red  Pete®  16 

Regulators  vis  Moderators  22 

Desperadoes  22 

Levan,  Dan  24 

•Charley®  2? 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2019  with  funding  from 

University  of  Florida,  George  A.  Smathers  Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/regulatorsoutlawOOjayh 


Hamilton  Jay 


Ina  P.  MeEechin 
April  23,  1940 


\ 


REGULATORS  iiND  OUTLAWS  OP  FLORIDA 


The  unwritten  history  of  Florida  is  fall  of  tragical  and 
thrilling  incidents.  In  early  days  it  wca  infested  with  out¬ 
laws  of  every  description—  pirate  a  from  tha  Spanish  sain, 
sieve  hunters,  deserters  fro*  army  and  navy,  horse  thieves 
and  refuges*  fro*  jastice  of  almost  every  degree  of  cri^e. 
Tnen  came  to  these  natural  enemies  the  Regal stars  with  their 
swift  wild  punishment,  even  up  to  the  early  days  of  tha  civil 
war,  and  almost  every  ooanty  has  Its  pages  of  bloody  outrage 
end  bloodier  ratrihation. 

By  wide  open  fireplaces  with  blazing  fir as  of  &int  knots,  I 
have  heard  many  strange  tales  from  veteran  pioneers  who  ware 
eye-witnesses  end  in  meny  ceses  fierce  participant©  in  the 
scenes  they  so  vividly  related. 


William  MTMartr le ,  Outlaw  and  Kidna par 


One  of  the  moet  noted  of  the  oat  laws  that  for  so  long  a  time 

I  ,  , 

scourged  tha  state  was  a,  gentleman  of  extrema  social  tendencies 
named  william  LcMurtrie,  who  had  his  lair  on  a  point  on  St. 

Johns  River  where  he  would  hide  in  perfect  security  antll  the 
fever  excited  by  one  of  his  repeated  incursions  had  somewhat 
subsided  end  it  wee  safe  for  him  to  return  again  to  the  busy 
haunts  of  man  for  s  apaculatlva  raid  on  their  two  or  four-footed 
property • 

Hie  profession  was  that’  of  negro,  horse  end  cattle  stealing 
and  his  field  of  operation  the  three  states  of  Florida,  Georgia 
and  Louth  Carolina.  Ha  would  kidnap  negroes  in  Florida  and  die- 
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pose  of  them  in  Georgia  or  South  Carolina,  and  then  on  the 

-  C  ■  ■  '  ••  • 

principle  that  turn  about  is  fair  play,  ste-il  from  tkeaa  two 
states  and  dispose  of  tka  plunder  mhether  biped  or  quadruped 
in  Florida. 

An  Oat  la  it*  a  Cara 

■  ■  .  '  - 

His  hiding  placa  mas  a  large  cave  kiddan  by  a  dans  a  growth  of 
bushes  and  Tinea  and  only  accessible  by  Tatar.  It  was  a  natural 
oaTa  near  the  mouth  of  tka  river,  in  a  bank  of  shall  or  coquina 
formation  Thick  ka  had  by  a  little  persistant  and  Tall  directed 
labor  transformed  into  a  secure  refuge  in  time  of  trouble.  Tka 
c«Ye  is  said  to  hare  been  40  feat  lone  and  about  10  fact  in  Tidth 
and  eight  hick,  divided  into  four  rooms  by  heavy  eur tains,  making 

i 

kitchen,  bedroom  and  storeroom.  The  furniture  mas  of  home  manu¬ 
facture  and  of  the  rudest  description,  although  a  great  number  of 
splendid  blankets  gave  tka  place  a  rather  luxurious  appearance. 
The  necessary  cooking  mae  all  done  at  night  Then  the  smoke  from 
the  hidden  chimney  oould  not  prove  a  means  of  betrayal. 

At  this  plaoa  tka  outlam  had  a  larga  and  varied  assortment  of 
firearm#  end  mas  famed  far  and  near  as  a  splendid  shot ,  and  a  man 
of  Tonderful  nerva  and  courage.  His  boat,  a  small  and  very  light 
eanoa,  could  be  drama  up  and  placad  in  tka  aeva  mith  scarcely  any 
trouble • 

Plan  of  Operations 

The  outlau,  leaving  Georgia  or  South  Carolina  in  a  regular 
emigrant  wagon,  with  but  ona  confederate  mould  come  over  into 
florid#,  apparently  on  a  prospecting  tour  mitk  a  viam  of  finding 
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a  rick  tract  of  land  suitable  for  the  settlement  of  a  colony  of 
farmer*  from  onr  of  the  older  states.  He  would  sometimes  go  ahead 
of  his  wegon  on  horseback:,  a  practical  knowledge  of  medicine 
allov.int:  hi*  to  pass  for  a  physician  seeking  employment.  In  thi* 
disguise  he  would  spy  out  the  land,  by  a  rapid  night  ride  com¬ 
municate  with  hi*  confederate  and  at  a  given  time  they  to  aid 

e 

swoop  down  on  &ome  neg roe*  working  in  a  lonely  and  remote  field, 
or  e  lot  of  little  children  playing  in  the  woods,  run  them 
across  the  lin*  and  dispose  of  them  on  distant  plantations. 

Sometimes  hewould  claim  to  he  the  agent  of  the  "Underground 
Railway"  come  to  lead  the  slaves  to  freedom  under  the  Northern 
Star  end  gathering  half  a  dozen  or  so  of  misguided  negroes,  carry 
them  off  by  forced  night  marches  and  deliver  them  into  e  worse 
condition  of  slavery  than  was  theirs  before.  On  his  return  trip 
if  he  succeeded  in  kidnaping  any  negroes  in  South  Carolina  or 
%orgia  ha  sold  them  to  large  planters  in  tha  interior  of  Florida. 
Ha  was  a  most  expert  horss  thief  too  and  many  thrilling  adventures 
ar®  relatad  of  him  in  ail  degrees  of  the  noble  art  of  freebooting. 

Description  of  the  Outlaw 

MaMur trie  was  a  hand  soma,  dashing  young  fellow,  hlue-eyed  and 
blonde-haired,  the  form  of  a  Greek  athlete  and  face  that  would 
have  made  his  fortune  as  an  actor.  He  could  assume  any  expression 
he  desired  and  this  was  the  principal  secret  of  his  succeaa  in 
the  many  disguises  he  assumed.  In  temperament  though  a  parently 
as  open  as  the  day,  he  was  crafty  and  eruel,  selfish,  bad-hearted 
end  cynical  to  malignity.  Withal  he  was  treacherous  ss  s  wolf  and 
at  the  last  met  the  fate  of  one. 
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His  Rom  antic  Marriage 

The  story  of  his  courtship  and  msrritgs  is  a  very  romantic  ona . 

H#  was  a  strikingly  handsome  man  and  in  the  interludes  of  his 

somtwhs  t 

hazardous  and  reprehensible  business  played  the  gentleman 
to  perfection.  He  Tias  finely  accomplished,  a  perfect  type  of  the 
society  man  of  that  period,  always  dressed  richly  but  neatly  and 
with  extreme  good  taste.  Of  course  his  conquests  were  cany.  While 
spending  a  few  days  in  Charleston  he  got  into  a  street  flirtation 
with  a  young  but  beautiful  and  accomplished  daughter  of  e  well 
known  and  highly  respectsd  citizen  of  that  .lace,  otolen  inter¬ 
views,  clandestine  correspondence,  etc.  hed  the  usual  resuiy.  To 
the  young  girl--  barely  16--  u  glamour  of  romance  seamed  thrown 
over  ths  whole  affair  and  she  made  a  god  of  MeMurtrie  who  seemed 
devoted  and  filled  her  eager  ears  with  such  sweet  protestations 
of  affection  and  such  golden  alluring  pictures  of  a  life  spent 
with  him.  Her  father  by  some  means  learned  her  secret  and  a  stormy 
interview  was  the  result,  first  with  the  daughter  and  then  with 
McMurtrie,  all  to  no  purpose. 

The  girl  clun^  to  her  lover,  declared  that  without  him  life  would 
have  no  more  attractions  and  promised  her  villainous  lover  that 
nothing  ,  not  even  the  promise  of  a  gorgeous  birthday  or  s  trip 
to  Europs,  should  makt  her  prove  untrue  to  him.  On  his  part,  he 
ewore  that  she  was  the  guiding  ster  of  his  existsnes,  that  sill 
storiss  derogatory  to  his  fair  fame  wars  the  coinage  of  e  bitter 
secret  enemy;  that  if  she  would  elope  with  him  he  would  guard  her 
happiness  with  the  devotion  of  a  lifetime. 


The/had  all  the  arrangements  mad*  for  •  hasty  flight  and  Carriage 
wkan  tka  father  forestalled  the  whole  plan  by  inviting  tk©  lovers 
to  a  private  inter  Tien  -with  him. 

"Here"  kc  said  to  kis  young  daughter  in  tke  presence  of  kar 
smiling  and  anakaskad  lover,  "Kete,  against  mj  advice  and  entreaties 
yoa  have  determined  a# on  linking  your  fata  with  that  of  a  dsey-dyed 
scoundrel  of  tka  worst  sort,  who  has  not  the  faintest  idea  of  traa 
principles  of  honor  and  -will  make  your  life  a  perfect  kail  to  yoa; 
bat  as  yoa  kav*  decided,  I  don't  want  the  disgrace  of  an  elojeraant 
to  rent  u^on  your  name,  so  I  consent  to  your  marriage  and  rill  give 
yoa  a  grand  publio  reading." 

Tke  young  lady  was  overjoyed  at  tkis  decision,  considered  ker 
troables  all  over,  told  him  that  she  would  convince  him  that  ka 
was  wrong  in  kis  estimation  of  her  lover's  character  and  with  many 
kieses  of  affection  thanked  kirn  for  this  new  token  of  his  fatherly 
love  and  kindness • 

To  tkis  rhapsody  tka  old  gentleman  listened  without  making  any 
reply  bat  with  s  cold  sardonic  smile  that  mede  in  aneasy  feeling 
come  over  the  smiling  lover.  Tke  curds  were  sent  out  and  on  tke 
appointed  evening  a  brilliant  throng  had  gathered  at  the  parental 
mansion  and  made  the  air  marry  with  laughter,  song  and  dance.  A 
bountiful  feast  was  spread  in  the  long  tnd  brilliantly  lighted 
diningroom,  the  clergyman's  ipiods  were  unctions  and  impressive, 
tke  wedding  ring  was  of  tkt  orthodox  thickness,  all  the  latest 
styles  and  freaks  of  dame  fashion  were  re  resented  on  the  beautious 


for**  of  the  ladies  while  the  young  Men  had  th#  usual  smell  of  win* 

and  cardamon  seeds. 

A  Father's  Curs* 

The  festivities  closed  jtro^jptly  at  asidni^ht .  It  was  oatwrday 
night,  the  >:eesta  had  departed  and  the  he>jy  ooufle  ware  left  alone 
with  the  father  (the  mother  had  been  dsac!  many  years)  who®©  huaor 
seamed  to  h«va  taken  a  change.  Inviting  than  to  follow  h:ss  into  the 
library,  ht  said  so  the  young  bride  in  cold,  fitileus  accents:  "You 
kiTi  cl  o  san  to  dlegrwca  »e  by  marri*  ge  with  a  stan  I  know  to  be  the 
Meanest  kind  of  a  thief—  a  kidnafer  of  negroes.  You  refur ed  to  listex^ 
either  to  «drio(i,  i*iy  fie* ding  or  my  command;  now  you  and  your 
husband  lcar*  this  how**  never  to  return.  You  ar*  no  longer  «  daughter 
•f  mine,  and  I  will  nevp-r  willingly  lock  upon  ynvr  f#c©  sgsJji,  so 
helj  *«  God. * 

The  yroo*  h<?  *rd  this  solemn  and  awful  harrangu*  with  a  sneering 
laugh  ®nd  taking  the  arw  of  his  brida  of  &  few  hours,  who  had  turned 

v 

to  hi*  a  fact  from  which  all  color  had  fled,  lei  her  fro*  the  house. 
The  next  day  he  sent  for  her  .trunks  end  the  aany  other  article* 
belonging  to  her,  wd  took  his  wife  uf  into  Georgia  to  attend  the 

honeymoon. 

during  this  time  ke  w«s  very  tender  and  wffeoti onate ,  consoling  her 
with  fledge*  of  his  loving  devotion  end  assertions  that  her  f ether 
would  soon  forgive  her  and  take  her  to  hie  heart  main  when  h®  found, 
as  ha  surely  would,  that  his  bon-in-l»w  had  bean  i  isrejrssented  and 
was  an  honoreble  young  fkysician  seeking  a  suitable  flee*  to  frsotice 
his  orofe&sion.  Soon  after  at  the  suggestion  of  her  husband,  she  wrote 
a  long  loving  latter  to  her  father  beseeching  hi*  for^ivennesa  and 
even  fa  id  •  visit  to  Charleston  and  made  several  efforts  to  sea  bin. 


but  *11  her  efforts  at  reconciliation  were  unavailing  end  then  the 
tree  character  of  the  men  she  had  Married  was  revealed  to  her, 

A  Cruelly  Pronged  Wife 

Her  husband  threw  off  all  disgeiss,  treated  her  with  the  most 
shameful  brutality,  neglected  to  provide  her  with  the  common  neces¬ 
sities  of*  life  and  heating  her  with  ormel  barbarity  whenever  an  ill 
humor  wonseseed  him.  At  lest  she  fled  from  him  and  went  to  Columbia, 
3.C.  where  under  an  assumed  name  she  maintained  herself  in  compar¬ 
ative  comfort  by  sewing  and  giving  ;:v  wsic  lesson*,  being  highly  ao- 
eomplished  both  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music.  She  told  a  lady 

-  i 

friend  who  had  been  very  kind  to  her  and  won  her  confidence  that 

<* 

her  husband  treated  her  worse  than  the  slaves  on  her  father's 
plantation  ksd  evtr  been  treated,  often  knocking  her  down  and  than 
kicking  her  with  his  heavy  boots.  Her  father  never  became  reconciled 
to  her,  even  after  the  separation  from  her  husband,  and  to  the  day 
of  his  death  kept  inviolate  his  oeth  never  to  looknepon  her  face  a^ein. 

The  Outlaw's  Horrl ble  Death 

The  death  of  her  rascally  husband  was  a  .very  tragic  one.  After  a 

I  > 

few  years  vof  luoky  stealing  of  negroes  and  horses,  makinghis  name  e 
terror  in  three  states  end  defying  all  efforts  to  cavture  him,  he 
was  betrayed  by  a  confederate  with  rhom  it  appears  h#  had  in  some 
way  broken  faith.  The  confederate  piloted  a  party  of  hastily  organ¬ 
ized  vigilantes  to  the  cave  in  the  river  bank  where  the  outlaw  was 
then  in  hiding.  The  party  took  s  boat,  rowed  with  muffled  oars  and 
reached  the  place  about  midnight.  Cautiously  making  fast,  they 
climbed  to  the  entrance  and  found  MoHartrls  lying  in  the  outer 
apartment  sleeping  the  sleep  of  utter  exhaustion.  Hs  ^as  captured 
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without  a  straggle,  too  and  hand  and  foot,  gagged  and  thrown  on  his 
hack  in  the  cave,  His  ayes  followed  the  ©arty  in  all  thair  movements 
bat  c>.  ve  no  sign  of  fear.  ^  k#g  of  powaar  takan  from  the  stores 

in  the  cave  was  placed  near  him  and  a  fif  teen -minute  fuse  placed  in 

position  ana  lit.  Then  the  vigilantes  hastily  left  the.  ce?e  and 
rowtdg  out  to  the  riddle  of  the  river  shipped  their  o*rs  and  smelted 
results.  It  soon  came  ;  there  was  s  terrible  explosion  and  the  air 
was  filled  with  the  debris  of  the  ruined  cute.  The  outlaw’s  head  ires 
thrown  hirh  in.  the  air  ana  fell  near  the  waiting  boat  a s  if  in  grim 
satire  of  thair  getting  ahead  of  him.  The  vigilantes  did  trudr  work 

wall  for  *e  soon  as  they  reached  land  they  strung  to  the  nearest 

suitable  tree  the  Kan  who  had  guided  them,  thus  wiping  out  the  gang 
at  one  blow. 

CAREER  AND  FATE  OF  KICK  FIELD IK 0 

Mck  Fielding  was  the  naise  of  another  notorious  slew®  stealer  who 
flotsr ished  in  the  same  section  of  country.  Ha  would  operate  on  large 
plantations  in  sparsely  settled  localities  and  Hausbo  who  In  the 
darkness  of  ni^ht  w«h  cutting  aoross  the  fields  to  pay  a  visit  to 
gone  dusky  Dwloines  suddenly  found  himself  transferred  to  the  rice 
fields  of  South  Carolina.  Fielding  however  ©referred  to  deal  with 
little  children  from  five  to  twelve  pears  old.  His  cruelest  exploit 
was  In  1652.  He  surprised  «  lonely  cabin  in  1 ch  there  were  seven 

negro  children,  the  oldest  dein*  eleven  and  the  youngest  about  two. 
He  hound  and  gagged  the  five  oldest  and  threw  that  in  his  wagon, 
fastened  tha  others  in  the  house,  set  it  afire  and  went  off  leaving 
then  to  perish  in  the  flames* 
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He tray ad  by  His  JQ£ 

Fielding;  last  kis  life  through  the  affection  of  his  dog,  «  Cuban 
bloodhound  of  great  size  bat  ior«  gentl*  tken  snimuls  of  that  bread 
generally  are*  ike  dog  kad  in  »ome  aay  been  cantor  ad  by  tke  vigilantes 
ana  kept  chained  and  uuzzltfd*  After  Fielding's  daada  became  so 
notorioua  tkat  it  i»ts  decided  ka  ^.aat  ka  gotten  rid  of,  a  party  of 
sicked  :*n  wab  selected*  An  old  shoe  aro * d  by  Fielding  in  kia 
flight  was  shown  to  tie  dog.  lie  readily  found  tke  trail  i*n.  tke 
hunt  **<•£  on. 

About  noon  o:  tke  second  d&y,  is  bound  ulsk  frantic,  joyful 
barking  disappeared  in  a  small  swampy  clump  near  the  river.  'fkia 
pat  ok  vii  surrounded  and  sat  on,  fir  a.  It  had  not  reined  for  month* 
and  tke  tali  grass  barns d  with  fierce  flame.  Ike  hunted  wan  finding 
daatk  inevitable  if  ka  remained  In  tka  swamp,  broke  through  the 
flames  «ad  dashed  for  tue  river*  Ac  was  shot  and  killed  rinkt  on  the 
bank.  His  sl&yara  attempted  to  approach  and  search  tka  body  bat  vara 
prevented  by  the  bound  which'  stood  over  tka  corpse,  tka  personification 
of  despairing  rags.  they  »4ra  obliged  tc  skoot  tka  dog  and  when  tka 
rest  of  tko  party  eyas  up  they  flung  wan  and  beast  into  tke  riv<jr  to 
furnish  a  fount  for  tka  swarming  alligators* 

Outlaws  llsc„uiacd  as  Indians 

a  favorite  device  among  tka  outlaws  who  cbn.flnad  tkeir  operations 
to  korsa  steeling  was  to  disguise  tk am selves  &&  Indiana  and  then  make 
tkair  raids*  ike  Indiana  of  course  got  all  tke  blame  end  In  this 
manner  -any  a  bloody  outbreak  begin*  On  one  occasion  v.kan  a  lar^a 
number  of  horses  kid  bean  stolen  from  the  farmers,  ms  was  eupposed 

Indians,  some  of  tka  lattar  joined  in  tka  pursuing  party,  saying 


they  hoalo  convince  them  that  the  stealing  aac  been  done  by  white 
men.  After  a  hot  juursuit  thay  overtook  the  thieves  and  to  all  In- 
tanta  and  tur*ose  they  acre  Indiana,  a  fight  anawed  in  which  all 
tka  outlaws  were  klllad  and  uvon  examination  troveci  white,  two  of 
them  neighbors  of  tka  aian  from  vtoa  the  horses  had  been  :toian. 

Jim  rtffjhlCK  | 

Kin*.  of  tka  Florida  tiers®  Thisves 
(Detroit  Frat  Praas.) 

ik®  king  of  the  horse  thieves  in  Florida  thirty  years  ago  was  Jim 
-,gddiak.  Jim  was  &  Georgian  by  b&rth  bat  had  removed  to  Florida  whan 
very  young.  lia  was  «  *.«&  jof  about  forty  yt  a£s  of  ugs,  tall,  gaunt  and 
▼ary  a^xy,  cross-ayad,  had  immense  hand*  and  feat  and  was  at  taciturn 
aa  .an  Indian,  ile  had  never  married  bat  had  l«d  a  wandering  life,  pur¬ 
suing  the  avoeat.L  on  of  horas  stealing  without  any  oonfedera  tea  and  had 
tharaby  a soups d  all  danger  of  betrayal.  Tka  souundrel  who  works  alona 
and  has  no  confidants  always  wins;  In  roguery  two  la  the  biggest  sort 
of  a  orowd. 

With  Jim  the  inquisition  of  horse  flash  was  «  consuming  yasrion  and 

ha  could  not  sea  a  fine  horse  without  being  seized  with  an  insane 
daaira  to  possess  it,  and  it  haa  to  be  very  well  gmarcisd  or  he  would 
manage  in  oome  way  to  run  it  off.  For  the  coupon  breoc  of  horse  ha  had 
no  mat  and  seldom  if  ever  bothered  hit&elf  about  them,  but  tka  fine 
raear,  hunter  or  saddle  horses  of  tka  wealthy  planters  roan*  ^bout 
ware  what  ha  mostly  sought  after,  and  h#  managed  to  oarry  off  from 
ti.irty  to  fifty  every  year,  you  will  sea  that  he  quite  i»  renun- 

trativt  business  of  it. 

Although  many  efforts  ware  maria,  with  bloodhounds  are n,  to  ea  sture 
kirn,  they  had  proven  futile,  ana  he  grew  even  bolder  Ltt  his  operations. 
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He  knee  ike  woods  as  well  if  not  better  than  the  Indians,  was 
thoroughly  skilled  in  »11  the  arts  end  tricks  of  woodcraft,  knew 
how  to  throw  both  doc  end  wen  off  the  scent;  knew  all  the  lonely 
and  eewre  hiding  place*  in  the  country  and  for  a  long  time 
defied  cay- ter*.  He  had  been  uiet  several  tiraas  by  single  parties 
who  r« cognized  him  hut  they  ^referred  to  let  him  severely  *ione 
us  hr  was  known,  to  be  a  very  handy  jnszi  with  the  double-barreled 
Ctin  he  always  carried,  and  very  few  cared  to  risk  receiving  the 
large  charge  of  bn  ok  shot  it  was  supposed  to  contain.  He  always 
dressed  in  the  roughest  kind  of  homespun,  >«*  near  the  color  of  the 

fflij  X 

'  wood  a  a- ad  soil  as  pov  ible,  and  rode  a  sinewy,  hie  ck  horse  that 
hid  no  superior  in  the  state  for  % j»e«d  art':  endurunce. 

Heddlcik  was  a  perfect  terror  to  the  country.  The  strongest 
bolts  and  bars  with  which  a  stable  could  b »  secured  soeaed  to 
yield  readily  at' nis  a  ?  *r oa ch ;  dogsi  seeded  to  ©serve  their  loud¬ 
mouthed  warning*  for  yetty  marauders  and  the  owner  of.  a  fine  horse 
nevs-r  knew  if  it  r.ovid  be  safe  for  him  fro*  one  day  to  the  other, 
if  it  w*e  rumor  ad  that  Jim  Reddick  was  In  the  neighborhood.  He 
had  wonderful  power  over  horse* ,  gained  by  long  exyerienee,  and 
after  he  one©  got  them  out  of  their  stable*,  they  would  follw  him 
•  s  docilely  as  if  they  bed  been  his  special  wets  for  year*.  It  we* 
this  very  faculty  that  aede  him  so  dangerous  to  the  pao*  of  mind 
of  tii*  owner  of  fine  horses,  and  there  i?  smell  wonder  that  at  lest 
by  united  effort  they  succeeded  in  tracing  him  snd  winding  up  his 


career 
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Florlda  in  Oldan  Plats 

i‘h*  Florida  of  thirty  y*ars  ago  was  not  the  Florida  of  today. 

Its  population  was  very  small  and  seatterad.  The  towns  wore  merely 
littla  always  of  three*  or  foar  buildings,  few  *nd  far  batwefn. 

The  roads  in  majority  of  cfeses  ware  mere  bridle  jaths,  very  rough 
and  lonaly  und  certain  times  of  the  year  almost  impassable. 

•ftu  planter  reisad  nearly  everything  he  needed  on  his  own  plantation 
and  \  ith  the  labor  of  his  own  slaves,  making  aim  the  most  indej.  sniant 
man  in  the  world.  He  lived  like  one  of  the  old  fandal  lorus,  owner 
of  a  vr  st  dome  in  swrroanded  by  sarfs  eisger  bo  do  his  bide  in.  ,  an- 
joying  every  laxary  nature  afforded.  He  was  in  very  truth  r-  ■  ing  of 
the  soil  and  lived  in  kingly  style. 

At  intervals  of  ten  miles  or  so  were  others  of  hi;?  cl  u  enjoying 
th*  same  privileges  and  living  under  the  came  con.iiti.on3,  and  among 
them  no  finer  material  for  a  band  of  regulator*  could  be  foand.  Brad 
to  the  woods  from  boyhood,  expert  shots  with  tifle,  shotgun  or 
pistol,  superb  horsemen,  owning  tksir  own  horses  i-ind  bovine  them 
under  perfect  control  by  long  and  patient  teaching  and  by  close 
comw* nionship,  filled  with  e  dominant  >rid*  of  race  and  birth  tfeet 

»  s 

conquered  all  fe&r,  they  wire  the  forerunners  of  ti  t  magnificent 
fighting  material  that  won  renown  in  later  years  on  hundreds  of 
battle  fields. 

The  bold  frank  spirit  of  each  foand  its  counter virt  in  the  heart 
of  the  other  and  made  them  a  band  of  borlkers,  ready  to  dure  all 
danger*  ana  mak*  fall  sacrifices  in  each  other’s  ccrvice.  fh®re  was 


no  financial  question  in  thi';  friend ship.  It  %as  fro®  the  heart, 
spontaneous  end  chivalrous,  -worthy  of  remembrance  us  In  these 
degenerate  days  tree  friend  nh  ip  a  earns  to  become  one  of  the  lost 
virtues.  The  young  men  were  all  seasoned  to  exposure  toe.  Hunting 
parties  of  the*  would  frequently  be  rone  for  -weeks  on  prend  hunts . 
They  would  make  their  own  campfires,  do  J;icir  own  cooking:  of 
tiuloy  venison  or  toothsome  wild  turkey,  i^nd  at  night  lie  down  on 
th«  bar*  "round  and  sleep  such  sweet  end  refreshing  sleep  us  only 
those  who  live  close  to  nature  can  enjoy.  Long;  trapping  with 
horseback  riding  end  rowing  on  the  tmny  rivers  end  lakes  had  made 
their  muscles  like  iron  $nd  iiiven  the*  constitutions  that  laughed 
at  exposure .  etc. 

An  orgeniretion  of  such  nrterial  *c?nt  business  and  when  r,o m 

of  these  herdy  men  assembled  with  soma  sage  old  planter  at  their 

\ 

heed,  it  ires  evident  to  the  observer  thrt  whatever  errand  they 
were  on  and  whatever  aotiwe  called  the  fathering  forth,  one  look 
at  the*  wee  proof  aoeitlve  ths t  the  matter  would  be  faithfully 
•ttended  to  in  every  respect. 

a  ri-vht  golden  morning  in  the  merry  month  of  Me y.  The  shinuier 
of  the  water  is  radiant  with  the  sun’s  first  kiss  as  the  jocund 
day  trips  lightly  through  the  smilin?  woods.  The  trees  are  clothed 
In  their  freshest  end  sweetest  garments  and  bow  in  gentle  languor 
to  the  sighing  of  the  breeze.  It  is  a  air sol*  of  Hay  days  In 
Florida,  belay  as  a  breeth  from  tbe  better  lend,  and  the  scene  is 
at  layns’s  7orry  on  the  Chipola  Kiver. 

The .reridence  of  the  ferryaen  *®s  wb»t  in  called  s  double -pen 
log  house  of  four  rooms,  a  rude  dwelling  riaht  it  the  ferry;  and 


in  front  of  this  h^usa  waiting  for  the  ferryman  to  appear,  let  me 
introduce  you  to  a  strengc  and  picturesque  fatharing  of  stalwart 
man.  It  is  a  hand  of  planters  and  *fc<?ir  sons  organized  into  • 
company  of  re&ul&tarm  lad  by  Major  Belton,  one  of  the  most  prom¬ 
inent  planters  in  th^t  section  of  the  country.  These  man  ora  the 
flower  of  ti.c  co;.:  unity,  all  of  th  ai  under  forty,  most  of  them 
under  thirty.  The  youngest  is  a  hurum-aosrwm  youth,  the  eon  of 

the  leacar,  -nl  rejoices  in  the  name  of  Dick.  Most  of  these  men 

« 

are  dresoed  In  hunting  suits  of  home  ranufactwra.  All  of  them  are 
well  armed  *nd  splendidly  mounted.  Kpjar  Belton  is  medium-sized , 
compactly  built,  with  dirk  flashing  eyes  and  a  heavy  moustache. 

He  has  a  soldierly  appearance  joined  in  active  service  in  the 

-  i  ' 

Indian  wars* 

Ihe  others  seamed  to  regard  him  with,  a  jrreat  deal  of  deference 
and  a ro  gathered  around  him  in  whispered  conversation.  when  the  old 
ferryman,  gray -haired  and  bent  with  toil  end  age,  said:  "I  know 
iho  you  are  after,  Major,  and  I  ’spec  fee  you’ 11  find  him  at  the 

old  blockhouse,  fer  fIll  swe.r  Jim  Reddick  sum  his  ho&c  aorost  yer 

h . 

last  night  far  I  was  a  jieekln  through  the  winder  and  seed  him.  I 
don’t  ’spose  you  will  hr  in.  him  beck  with  yow,  will  you,  Major?” 
he  was  curtly  advised  to  hold  his  tongue  end  one  of  the  younger  men 

i 

am?  piemen  ted  this  advice  by  suggesting  that  he  ha  thrown  into  the 
river  to  give  the  catfish  i*  lunch. 

After  the  party  crossed  the  river,  »  hurried  consultation  was 
held  and  it  was  decided  to  irosetd  ut  ones  to  the  old  blockhouse, 
fifteen 'miles  from  the  ferry,  and  on  arriving  at  that  point  to  be 
guided  by  circumstances.  Thu  road  was  ver^r  rough  ana  it  was  late 
when  the  party  came  in  sight  of  the  blockhouse—  an  old  building 


c 


\ 


( 
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that  had  be  on  erected  as  &  defense  against  Indiana  but  deserted  for 
some  time.  It  was  a  two -story  building,  built  of  very  heavy 
timbers  and  bavin,,  a  huge  chimney  at  one  end.  The  doors  and  windows 
ware  solid  If  ^nd  missive  find  almost  Impervious  to  assault,  The 
radiators  surrounded  tbs  building  which  seamed  to  be  entirely 
dasartad  although  the  door  and  windows  were  ominously  closed,  The 
band  lay  hidden 'in  the  dens®  undergrowth  near  the 'building,  their 
horses  Is  ft  under  guard  some  distance  back. 

It  was  very  much  desired  that  the  outlaw  be  taken  alive  so  the 
regulators  lay  j ,  rtiently  matching  until  it  was  n^crly  dark,  but  at 
last  their  patience  gave  out  and  one  of  them  sun-jested  that  they 
sat  fire  to  the  house  and  s»i&:  "If  thv  old  coon  is  th.?re,  let’s 
burn  him  out  or  if  he  chooses  to  regain  send  him  to  bell  in  s 
chariot  of  fire..”  The  next  question  tp*b  who  should  a  ?ly  ths  match. 
This  was  soon  settled  by  «  flam®  lighting  one  corner  of  the  bouse. 

The  major's  son,  hearing  the  suggestion,  with  the  fiery  ardor  of 
youth  bad  forestalled  ell  volunteering  by  creeping  along;  the  ground 
with  some  lighter  wood  splinters  and  hud  succeeded  in  setting  fire  to  \ 
the  corner  of  the  house  nearest  the  ambush.  His  return  was  not  so 
fortunate.  Thera  w &b  a  sadden  whip-like  crack  of  e  rifle  »nd  the 
boy  fell  forward  on  his  face.  The  bullet  only  graced  his  head, 
stunning  him  and  ha  soon  recovered  after  h©  had  been  brought  to 

i 

his  father  by  a  sudden  rush  to  his  rescue,  keamwhile  the  bulling 

being  old  and  wall  seasoned  was  almost  entirely  wrapped  in  flames 

> 

and  while  they  ware  watching  for  some  sign  of  the  outlaw  almost 

the  entire  roof  fell  in,  leaving  a  gulf  of  seething  fire. 

■ 


"Lit's  go,  boys'  a«ici  tha  major.  "No  human  being  would  lire 
there.  We  shall  nuver  be  troubled  with  Jim  Reddiok  •sain." 

Er«n  ae  he  spoke ,  some  of  the  men  noticed  *  figure  standing 
on  a  huge  raftar  naar  the  chimney,  outlined  a  ,.*a  injt  the  sky. 

'♦Good  Heeveniji  Tharu  ha  is  now'  said  one  and  as  they  gazed 
horror-stricken,  they  saw  the  figure  of  the  outlaw,  his  hair  and 
fce-ard  all  ione,  his  clothing  on  fire,  the  very  picture  of  a 

fiend  in  torment.  A  dozen  r if las  ware  raised  when  with  a  wild 

V 

defiant  laugh,  the  outlaw  clasped  his  hands  sho^s  his  head  and 
leaped  into  the  fiery  gulf  below. 

TH  -.  HhGUL^TORS 

a  Thrillilif  Hiisoda —  A  Forest  Duel 

Th a  Fate  of  the  outlaw a 

By  Hamilton  Jay  ' 

A-t  ona  time  horse  stealing,  kidnaping  and  kindred  abasements 
ha  came,  so  frequent  in  Florida  that  they  caused  to  be  amusing 
and  it  was  thought  hast  to  deal  wita  them  as  frozen  foots.  A 
norse  a  horst  in  tnose  days  and  likewise  was  a  mule  s  mule. 
It  was  no  trifling  matter  for  the  *oor  farmers  who  were  trying 
to  wrest  an  honest  living  out  of  the  gleaming  white  rant  of 

,  f  i 

Florida  or  the  darker  soil  of  tka  hummock  lands  to  wake:  wj  some 
fins  spring  morning  to  find  his  ’’work  critter’’  gone,  or  realize 
that  the  only  animal  left  eatable  of  Growing  the  plow  \7cx  his 
sturdy  wife  or  benevolent,  mi id -eyed  family  cow.  Especially  was 
it  most  unpleasant  when,  us  wac  frequently  the  case,  it  was 
stolen  at  the  time  most  needta  wnen  ’the  crap  was  right  smartly 
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in  tiie  grass"  ana  needed  tin  southing  influence  of  tae  crude 
oalti  vt tor.  So  in  Tar  ions  counties  tr.ro  u  ♦bcvit  the  state,  ?«r- 
n.^nent  organizations  of  regulators  ware  effected  and  nany  wer»> 
the  unfortunate  devils  "regulated"  by  them  in  varied  but  Most 
convincing  manner.  In  the  county  of  ison,  one  band  of  rs gala- 

tore  Vffes  organized  in  a  rather  unique  no  dramatic  way. 

ffce  people  of  the  county  lied  suffered  consider  ably  fro®  the 
inroads  of  the  outlaws  who  seamed  to  be  entirely  too  sociable 
for  ordinary  eppreeia tion.  They  had  not  js  yet  become  sufficiently 
awakened  to  in  basine&e  for  therselves  b»t  they  were  being 

rapioly  educated  u>  to  tha  t  point  end  when  the  fro  per  boar  struck 
in  the  back  roods  of  iL  -t  county,  it  found  them  ready  to  work  out 
thair  on.  a  salts  tion* 

A  Bend  of  Usual-* tora.  Organized  _at_Camj  .Meet  tog 
There  was  a  large  and  glorious  saa&'p  meeting  in  progress,  one 
soft  and  balmy  October  day.  The  devout  mothers  of  Israel  wore  on 
tb  grand  ohorouE  of  religion.  Noble  daughters  were  there  too* 
Tali.,  erect  and  comely;  rosy  cheeked  snd  full  lunged,  sble  to 
hold  an  unruly  end  dyspeptic  cor  by  the  borne  while  their  mother 
milked  it,  or  jumq  over  a  seven-rail  fence  if  a  wolf  became  too 
inquisitive  over  the  quality  of  th  ir  meat.  There  ell  s^w  the 
pr omise  afar  off  and  were  qersueded  of  it,  *nd  Tore  fit  wives 
for  the  gallant  and  tough  ole  pioneers  who  have  made  Florida, 
who  have  made  the  ideal  of  tn  earthly  paradise,  hindered  cot i whet 
perhaps,  by  e  few  snakes  and  ’some  mighty  bud  whiskey. 

1 
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These  girls,  knew  nothing  or  the  piano  or  the  ”cr«zy  quilt” 
but  they  could  get  uj  a  chicken  stew  that  would  make  your  hair 
ourl,  and  in  cars  of  sickness  could  ride  a  i..ule  bure-back  for 
twentv  miles  aft*, r  the  .octor.  In  courting  th<*y  allowed  no  idle 
trifling,  and  when  the  aoi-aantious;  question  «»s  issked  they  did  not 
faint  but  hit  the  loving  swain  a  belt  in  tfc *  tick  th*  t  msdt  his 
head  swift  and  said  ’’John,  1' ?c  yourn". 

VtlL ,  they  wrre  ell  st  the  camp  at,., tin*,  and  the  youin  usen 
were  there  too,  rude  of  speech  but  ready  for  a  fight,  frolic 
or  foot  r  c? ,  and  the  good  work  went  on. 

A  _Bs  c  kuo  pfl  8  1; ■JXB.l' 

I-srton  duller  use  there  and  *  ri4.hty  »an  or  r-  •  r  i  r-c.  / 
Physically  hr  tis  smell,  li.ht  and  slender,  with  eyes  of 
steely  blue,  hrir  the  color  o**  flax,  hanging  low  on  his 

i  * 

shoulders;  ••.owth  email  and  sensitive  as  s.  wpirun'a,  face  without 
a  vestige  of  color,  role®  th*  t  r  n&  through  the  wood  a  life  the 
blast  of  a  bugle  when  the  fifht  is  hot  and  the  battle  sir  tests# 

liks  champagne* 

Gif tad  with  «  prodigious  memory,  knowing  the  bill*  by  hasrt, 
having  a  quiok  perception  of  the  salient  points  of  ssr  >bl«  and 
allegory  thut  to  tlr  rude  throng  made  him  seem  inspired,  a 
flaming  cherubim  with  the  edged  sword,  cutting  rlfvht  .  nd  left 
into  the  jeer ini. 

Ha  had  a  magnetic  j>?rson» lity  that  made  iftijr  jjj  men  his  friend 
and  a  constitution  that  defied  exposure,  olender  and  deli  cuts 


i 
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as  kt  looksd,  not  on*  of  the  stalwart  woodsman  around  cov.ld 
aqaal  kin  in  tka  chermad  health  that  hun-  shout  aim  like  *  garment. 
Lat  kirn  stretch  oat  kis  bony,  bloodless  hand  from  the  rad  a 

pulpit  and  tka  rugged  crowd  gathered  near  him  with  a? tarn ad 
faces,  for  tka  man  of  Nazareth  spake  through  him,  and  tka  Simula 
tratka  ka  taught  raackad  down  into. tka ir  hearts.  Did  some  of  tka 
kaaar  sort  ooma  to  scoff?  There  w as  something  in  tka  parson’s 
sya  lik*  tha  glitter  of  a  wall  tempered  blade,  and  few  cared,  to 
awaken  its  kslf  hidden  menace. 

£>»ck  wss  larson  Fuller,  tk£  >r eschar  of  tks  piney  backwoods. 

Tkt  Horsts  of  tks  Worshippers  Stolen 

The  humble  wor skippers  kad  just  arisen  from  >rtyer  when  a 
kraatklass  messenger  anno an cad  tk%t  a  gang  of  outlaws  lad  by  a 
kaga  desperado  called  Had  late,  from  the  inflamstory  color  of  his 
kair,  kad  crept  upon  their  primitive  corral  unawares  ma  ran  off 
about  naif  tka ir  korsas. 

Tka  parson  was  transformed  in  an  instant  and  kis  mallow  "voice 
kad  a  jarrinp  chord  in  it  as  ka  cabled  for  volunteers  to  yursue 
the  tkiayes.  Only  ten  korsas  of  much  speed  were  left  and  these 
wars  quickly  mounted  by  tan  brave  fallows,  the  parson  at  their 

head. 

a  xtide  for  Vengeance 

What  a  ride  was  that.  It  deserves  *  place  in  the'  Iliad  of 
Florida,  newer  to  be  forgotten,  ^kead  a  party0  of  outlaws,  six 
in  number,  on  jaded  horses,  riding  with  bloody  spurs  and  urging 
thbir  plunder  before  them,  a  gan.  red  with  crime,  stained  witk 
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deba ucbery  of  the  vilest  kina,  led  by  c  man  whose  wholo  life 
wre  a  defiance  of  the  lews  of  both  God  and  man,  eager  to  reach 
a  place  of  safe  ty.  ready  to  stein  their  hands  with  blood  if 
necessary  to  secure  the  plunder  they  had  risked  go  muck  to 
obtain. 

In  full  pursuit  of  them  were  tsn  man  just  from  the  solemnity 
of  a  r-rayer  meeting,  led  by  their  beloved  preochsr,  the  rail  who  had 
married  tt  eir  youn.,  and  buried  thrir  dead;  who  was  the  friend, 
brother,  counselor  snd  consoler  of  all, .and  Lad  left  the  pulpit, 

still  in  the  garb  of  peace,  to  dure  with  them  danger  ir.  death 

, 

in  defense  of  their  common  rights. 

ihe  fight  took  place  at  a  foint  where  there  is  now  a  thriving 
little  town,  end  was  brief  but  dnei. sire. 

The  outlaws,  seeing  thst  esc  awe  w«s  Impossible,  turned  •f'or  a 
desperate  fight*  ihe  leader,  Red  Pete,  said  to  his  comrades: 

"You  look  out  for  the  and  1  will  settle  the  cro>nin,  o£  that 

ssala  singing  eeoundrel  ay  self",  ^nd  say  in  this,  he:  -  de 

.  s 

s  tr  i  i^ht  for  th  a  >  a r so n .  dh at  a  co ntr a  »t  was  t h ere  l  hh at  a 
thrilling  episode,  this  forest  duel! 

A  Duel  to  the  Death 

T h*  outlaw  chief,  over  six  feet  in  height  and  stout  in 
.irosortion,  a  ruffian  every  inch  of  him,  with  great  glaring 
eyes  and  a  shock  of  fiery  rod  hair,  bristling  with  rage  and 
jointing  In  every  direction  a  face  seamed  with  debauchery  and 
written  upon  with  every  evil  passion,*  cruel,  d«v51ish  mouth, 


covered  with  an  unkempt  red  beard,  a  bar*  brawny  neck,  tha  whole 
figure  that  of  incarnate  murder,  and  the  fang-lika  teeth  rare 
ohurnin*  into  foam  aa  ha  drove  tha  spur  into  his  horse  in  the 
final  effort  of  crime. 

.aid  theu  the  parson,  slander  and  delicate  as  *  woman,  sitting 
easily  in  his  saddle,  cslm  eolorle&s  and  as  inscrutable  as  fata; 
the  ffeea  smooth-shaven,  the  features  almost  classic  in  their 
outline;  the  lips  tiyhtly  compressed  are  calm  and  still,  save  tha 
eyas--  ithoce  wonderful,  luminous  eyes  like  dazzling  points  of 
flame  gszinr  straight  ahead. 

When  wi thin  strikinf  distance,  as  quick  as  lightninr  the 
outlaw  threw  his  huge  how  it ,  but  a  amd dam  movement  of  tha  horse 
Hi  .termed  his  aim  and  the  knife  instead  of  cleavinr  tha  ywrson’a 
heart  merely  clipped  »  button  from  his  coat.  Almost  in  c  second, 
the  outlaw  rolled  from  his  saddle,  shot  through  the  brain.  A 
double-betreled  horsa-pl~toi  in  the  jarson's  iron  ri  -ht  h*nd  had 
come  t(o  a  lovel,  two  shots  wart  fired  and  the  outlaw’s  record  on 
earth  w^s  finished. 

Of  his  comrades  only  one  escaped,  the  rest  ware  sloin  without 
mercy.  Of  tha  legale  tors .  one  was  killad  and  thraa  slightly 
wounded.  The  dead  man  was  borne  back  to  #*  campground,  and  over 
his  rue:  a  burial  the  gallant  prson  yerformed  the  last  sad  but 
beautiful  rites,  and  there  was  a  ring  of  solemn  joy  in  tnu  voice 
th  <t  siid:  "I  am.  the  resurrection  and  the  life,  whoso  bc-iicveth 
in  me,  though  he  die,  yet  shall  he  have  life  ever  lasting;. 


The  Moderators  Orntnize 

The  organization  of  that  day  n  s  made  permanent,  and  it 
undoubtedly  did  amok  good  for  a  tim«  bat  gradually  many  abuses 
crept  into  it.  Other  bands  vert  organized  and  seme  of  then  were 
guilty  of  many  cruel  and  contemptible  acts. 

If  u  la  tor  coTeted  his  neighbor's  land,  he  would  bring 

false  charges  against  such  neighbor,  and  he  would  be  earned 
anonymously  to  leave  the  country.  If  he  ignored  this  warning,  the 
regulators  wculu  surround  his  house  at  night,  tske  him  out  and 
give  him  a  severe  whiffing.  After  undergoing  such  treatment  us 
this,  he  generally  deciaed  that  the  climate  of  that  part  of 
Florida  was  very  unhealthy  end  he  would  often  sell  out  to  the 
pretended  friend  for  «  merely  nominal  sum. 

~>o  frequent  did  these  attacks  become  that  a  counter  sentiment 

I  , 

set  in.  Bands  of  koderators  were  organized  and  conflicts  between 
them  and  the  Baguio tors  became  quite  frequent,  leading  to  much 
bloodshed,  violence  and  wrong. 

Some  Florida  Desperadoes 

The  judge  took  sugar  in  his  with  just  "a  lectle  water”.  The 
rest  of  us  took  it  straight,  lit  oar  cigars  ani  thin  sauntered 
out  to  the  long,  rambling  piazza,  took  chairs  end  grouped 
ourselves  for  e  pleasant  chet.  It  v.as  &  glorious  morning  in 
June,  the  air  blamy  with  the  scant  of  f  lovers  and  vibrating 
with  the  mocking  bird* a  joyous  notes.  There  were  four  of  us 
in  the  .roup,  the  colonel,  the  judge,  the  major  and  myself. 

•/ 


Tlic-  colonel  war  In  a  .ronet^ry  to^d  haraor.  His  dignity  had  been, 
raffled  by  the  oclorad  bartender.  He  had  filled  bis  ylass  nearly 
full  *t  th  *  bar  in  or-der  to  economize  time  and  the  neyro  noticing 
thir  presumed  on  old  acquaintance  to  *ey:  "Why,  colonel,  dat’s  e 
powerful  big  drink  you  is  takin".  The  colonel  glared  t  him  a 
moment  and  8*id:  "Is  It  sny  of  Jrour  denned  basinets! "  and  turning 
to  an  ret-^  rked:  "»  facetious  n* r,ro ,  gentlemen". 

But  the  good  cigar  booh  put  him  in  better  humor  and  he  slowly 
Battled  beck  .in  iiir*  chair  with  a  look  of  supreme  content,  iff  mere 
talking  bout  tbs  bad  .rer  of  Florida,  the-  chaps  who  "ste  railroad 


Iron',  were  on  t’m-  shoot,  cut  und  fist  generally  and  were  con¬ 
sidered  unt  me  i  terror*  when  they  o^cc^  to  town  and  tackled  the 
red  liquor  of  the  Tillage  hr r -room.  "Here"  said  the  ns  ,1ar,  touch¬ 
ing  me  with  his  impressive  forefinger,  "you  want  to  aae  a  type  of 

the  Florida  da  pm  era  do?  There  Is  one  now,  just  yet  tiny  off  hi* 

! 

mule  at.  the  bar-room  door.  I  turned  culckiy  in  ohair  end  this  is 

what  I  saw: 

A  med'uin  sized  man  of  about  45  years,  figure  compact  and  well 
proportioned,  a  well  shaped  head  covered  with  coarse  black  hair, 
unkemrt  end  shaggy,  surmounted  by  an  immense  o.Uok  sombrero  that 
had  ffifl-thtty  experienced  the  storm*  of  many  y&wrs.  faded  white 
ribbon  loafed  lazily  aroend  the  hat  whose  hu^e  brim  flopped  at 
ni-rly  every  movement ;  eye*  small,  deep  set,  black  a  a  jet,  slight 
ly  frOT>nin£,  c~uel  lookin'-  trowth,  wide  and  wall  ahappd,  filled 
with  stron*  white  teeth,  the  chin  firm  and  resolute,  face 
bronzed  and  reckless,  the  voice  soft  and  gentle,  modulated  as 


a  woman. 
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nTh.<t  ie  Dan  Levan”  continued  th~  m-jar,  "u?ly  *3  u  fiend  when 
excited  with  liquor ,  kind,  sociable  *md  friendly  when  sober  end 
ueua  game  all  the  uiioe*  He  hoe  been  beaten  ■with  clubs,  stabbed  end 
cut  with  knives,  shot  end  left  tor  de*<d,  and  here  he  is,  strong  end 
hearty  as  ever.  He  is  prodigal  with  his  money  to  the  lust  decree 
and  always  fights  square  and  o<pen,  there  is  nothin?;  of  the 
assassin  in  his  nature. 

MI  remember  once  when  he  went  over  in  Hernando  county  after 
cattle,  come  of  the  cowboys  jumped  on  hi®  one  night  in  a  'shunty 
rum  mill  there.  They  sew  he  was  a  stranger  and  ro  ;ed  him  in.  for 
e  ^a«ft  of  cards.  They  didn’t  have  to  eoax  ouch  far  D- n  is  a 
powerful  hend  at  poker  and  can  draw  provided  he  is  not  too  drunk 
to  see  the  cards.  Bo  they  sat  down  to  the  little  c^bic  ,md  the 
game  be  ran.  There  were  three  of  the  cowboys  and  only  one  of  Den, 
so  they  thought  they  had  a  soft  thing. 

"Well,  in  a  little  while  Den  saw  they  were  all  in  1. ;ae 
against  Mhl  *nd  were  cheating  besides,  but  he  didn’t  let  on  one 

•  *  V 

bit  and  didn’t  get  excited —  bless  you,  he  never  do  s  that--  but 
he  took  out  his  large  olssy  knife,  then  his  plug  of  tobacco,  cut 
off  e  big  chew  end  calmly  placed  it  in  his  oouth .  But,  .ntlemen , 
he  only  made  believe  to  jvt  his  knife  beck  in  his  . ocket  for  he 

a 

laid  it  ri$ht  as  it  was,  open  in  his  lay  ana  the  same  went  on. 

"1  forget  whs  t  the  hends  were  erectly  but  there  v  s  a  right 
sriort  Koney  on  the  table  a,nd  the  cowboys  meant  to  ,  at  it.  Four 
aces  won  the  pot  but  when  the  cowboy  reached  out  for  it,  he 


25 


couldn’t  set  his  hand  off  the  table  for  Dam  had  ginned  it  fast 
with  his  knife.  The  fallow  gave  a  yell  of  *ain  and  his  comrades 
jaoued  up  fro  a  tbs  tabid,  bat  Jan  had  them  covered  with  a  self- 
cccking  six-shooter  and  they  knew  enough  to  keep  quiet  and  not 
a tt a» at  to  dr»w.  Uar  .id  .  tna®  hold  a:  tneir  h-nds  while  he 
re lie ?*d  them  of  their  weapons,  then  he  shot  out  the  lights  in 
the  her  -room,  ao  until  his  mule —  tha  saw  a  one  you  see  t.h*ra--  and 
rode  off.  It  all  ha  gashed  in  lass  time  than  it  takes  to  tall  but 
one  of  the  cor.  hoys  said  of  tar  wards  that  ha  never  thought  a  man 
could  look  so  devilish  as  Dan  din  that  slight.  He  says  his  black 
hair  stood  up  Ilk®  bristles,  his  ayes  looked  like  joints  of 
flame  and  his  voice  meant  death  ri,ght  there* ” 

”1  know  Dan  well"  said  the  judge,  taking  up  t  on  van aatloa, 
f,and  if  you  are  ever  in  his  nei  ..hborhood  end  want  a  place  to 

I 

stOji  at  overnl  ht,  $o  to  hit  house* 

” u e  1 1  ^  I  said  mildly  after  list-anin*  to  the  r^jor's  story, 

”1  hardly  think  Dsn  If  the  sort  of  landlord  I  should  per ticula rly 
ptdmir « • "  -■  1 

"There’s  where  you  are  rrong,  my  boy  J  continued  the  Judge. 

I 

'’Dsn  even  will  treat  you  like  a  prince,  fur  better  than  ony  of 
your  high-toned  fr?  ndj?  would.  I’ve  seen  a  guest  of  his  and  I  know 
what  I  eta  talking  about,  ils  will  giva  you  the  very  best  he  has, 
plenty  of  meet ,  bread  and  coffee  ana  oil  with  a  hearty  royal  welcome 
He  will  bring  out  a  fat  little  jag  with  e  corn -cob  stopper  and  turn 
his  back  on  you  while  you  drink  so  you’ll  be  simply  o.  your  honor 
as  regards  quantity,  hen  night  comes  you  will  probably  get  tha 

t 

only  bad  there  Is  in  the  house  «nd  m  and  th«  kids  will  sleep 


on  the  floor.  In  the  morning  you  will  find  a  Florida  bath  tub 
(a  natural  sink  in  the  ground)  to  wash  in,  •  gourd  of  homemade 
soap  and  a  olein  tonal.  Then  you  sit  down  to  a  hot  breakfast  and 
after  that  if  you  art  a  little  puzzled  as  to  the  proper  road  to 

take,  Dun  will  get  on  his  mule  and  ride  half  the  day  v.ith  you  if 
necessary  to  fui  you  in  th  r j  ,.ht  direction,  nmd  all  thir  too, 
remember,  without  tkt  slightest  charge,  for  Dun  would  consider  it 
a  personal  insult  if  you  offered  to  pay.  He  is  glcd  to  he  Ye  you 
for  a  guest 'if  you  oun  hut  appreciate  his  rude  but  hearty 
hospitality. ” 

"He  is  j  wm  of  fine  humorous  instinct  too”  broke  in  the  major. 

"In  fact  there  is  a  great  deal  of  fun  about  Dsn  when  he  is  only 
about  one -third  drunk"  and  he  end  the  judge  laughed  heartily  as  if 
in  remembrance  oi  some  joke. 

"In  vlmt  way  dues  Lis  humor  disj :;lay  itself"  I  asked,  anxious 
to  out -in  all  the  iuf  or  motion  possible  regarding  this  remarkable 
personage.  I 

"tiny"  said  tue  major,  "in  cutting  off  th«  slack  of  other 
people's  breach# a  or  to  use  a  congressional  expression,  in 
unseating  the*.  In  fact”  he  said',  seeing  my  look  of  incredibility, 

"lat  him  be  in  a  store  or  saloon  with  three  or  four  drinks  ah<  ad 
of  the  game,  and  if  he  sees  an  aequi intanoe  or  stranger  either  at  HM 
times  in  a  sort  of  lounging  position,  and  D«n  will  go  behind  him, 
take  out  his  knife,  gather  ,uj>  the  slack  of  the  pants  and  cut  the 
seat  out  before  the  victim  h*«  a  chance  to  turn  around. 


y 
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"It»®  a  singular  whim  on  his  >  art  hat  ha  c^n't  resist  it,  and 
it  has  caused  him  a  hw-i  of  trouble.  Ha  ha  weened-  to  be  oyer  in 
Taylor  county  one  day  ;nd  tried  it  on  a  high- spirited  young  dan 
who  v-> s  in  the  saloon,  and  the  youn.;  follow  shot  Dan  tw ice, 
leaving  him  for  dean,  but  the  fellow  has  u  constitution  like  a 
ball  alligator  ana  soon  recovered.  He  even  Invaded  the  sanctity 
of  the  judiciary  onu  day  -  nd  tried  the  little  piece  of  wit  on  the 
presiding  judge  as  he  was  going  into  the  court  room.  The  judge  chanced 
to  feel  his  hand  and  Knocked  him.  down,  with  a  heavy  cane,  home  of 
Dan’s  friends  picked  him  up  and  harried  him  out  of  town  as  he  would 
have  got  a  long  term  of  impri eonment  for  this  unique  contempt  of 
court". . . 

Just  than  a  pleasant  voice  a- id  "Good  morning,  &  *n  tie  men  l  I'm 
just  goings  to  taka  -  drink,  .ton't  you  join  me?” 

The  juage ,  the  colonel  me  the  major  greeted  the-  newcomer  very 
warmly  us  "Charley"  *nc  then  introduced  me  as  s  pretty  good  sort 
of  fellow  even  if  x  was  from  the  north.  Charley  revested  his 
bibulous  invitation  and  33  we  ware  afraid  of  hurting  his  fadings  V 
is  we  refused,  re  ail  followed  him  to  the  b&r .  The  judge  again  took 
s agar  in  his  with  "just  a  le-tle  water”  and  the  rest  of  uc  took  it 
straight  with  exception  of  our  entertainer  who  ordered  a  sodu 
cocktail.  When.' we  f„ot  outside  Charley  shook  iunds  ail  around, 
touched  his  hat  am  walked  tr  oy  with  a  quick,  s «r ingy  teja.  I  had 
noticed  him  particulerly  as  he  hud  such  a  ^r.’rvtle  ,  kindly  face. 

He  v:?s  about  five  f  et,  four  inches  tall,  -irown  eyes  and  hair, 

1 

a  complexion  like  a  girl  and  looked  to  be  about  thirty  years  old. 
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Ha  wore  low-quarter  shoes  of  jsataut  leather,  t<as  dressed  in  the 
latest  fashion,  high  silk  hat  and  all —  the  photograph  of  a 
prosperous  young  banker. 

we  resumed  oar  seats,  the  colonel  s*id;  ’^here’s  on®  thing  I 
dislike  about  Charley,  drinkin,,  slops  like  soda  cocktail;  ana  ifve 
known  him  from  boyhood  »j ,  by  George  I  1  don’t  believe  in  getting 
arunk  but  e  little  good  whiskey  ain’t  going  to  hurt  anybody.  Of 
course  1  believe  in  moderation,  say  fifteen  or  twenty  drinks  a  day 

ana  then  u  man  has  proper  appreciation  of  life.  ’ 

# 

"You  w ouidn* t  taka  him  for  a  desperado,  jrould  youf"  s*id  ha, 
turning  to  me,  "end  yet  Charley  has  killed  his  man —  two  of  chem, 
for  that  matter--  but  after  ell  you  sen  him  just  as  he  is,  a 
perfect  gentleman  who  will  not  neeulcssiy  insult  anyone  -nu  i  ill 
not  take  an  insult  from  any  man  living,  I  said  before,  I  almost 
raised  that  boy  and  1  don’t  believe  he  is  afrkid  of  snytiiinn  that 
breath* s. 

"He  is  a  deed  shot-  too,  kills  partridges  on  th©  wing  with  hit 
revolver,  can  throw  a  knife  equal  to  a  professional  -ml  withal  has 
a  heart  as  tender  as  a  woman  where  any  case  of  distress  or  wrong¬ 
doing  is  concerned.  And  above  all"  said  the  colonel  impressively, 

”1  don’t  believe  tha  boy  knows  how  to  tell  a  lie. 

\ 

"One  day  Charley  ana  I  were  in  my  bug-y  taking  a  trip  through 
the  western  part  of  the  county  and  as  we  came  to  a  bridge  ov«  r  a 
rather  deep  stream,  we  noticed  a  crowd  of  nig car  children  looking 
down  into  the  water  and  gesticulating  excitedly. 
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'Gthat's  the  aiatter,  children”  se&J  I  # . 

tfi  irm  Ltcy’n  hick  In  d  Jr,  safc”  wes  the  reply  as  th®  lit  tie  devils 
pointed  into  the  w&ter. 

"ht  looked  dorm  and  could  just  see  th#  cuss's  head  and  a  is  hands 
be*  ting  the  *v!  ter  as  ha  var  goto:  .under. 

M3«*ntl«aen,  X;*»  damned  if  Charley  didn’t  leap  oat  of  the  h*£&y» 
eleer  over  the  railing,  into  t3  «  vrster  that  quick,  lie  got  hold  of 
th1.  nii'-ihor  mu  sw  -  j  ,,.iore  vi'hiil  u  -J^ved  hit.,  air.  Tee  air,  sored 
hl»." 

‘’It  eaa  -i  gallant  deed”  said  I. 

'"itu"  replied  the  colonel,  '  Vund  for  «  ous aed  nigger  too.” 

w 

"But  there  Charley  shored  he  vm  dead  *tmew  th*  colonel  continued 
w*t*  dot n  &t  killer’s  Ferry  tvo  ye*ra  go .  There  rag  an  old  grudge 
between  Lift  and  a  young  fell  or  named  f  «t«  tosher,  end  th®  general 
opinion  v  -  «•  t  her*  t  *.rt.  tro  m®n  ret  on#  of  them  would  stay  right 

there.  ’TUnre  v;*o  wgh.  n  ut  th®  botton  of  it,  of  course,  as  there 
el*  iy  :  *«.  I  tail  you,  ...eat  letter* ,  tv  omen  have  played  the  devil  with 
this  world  ever  -J  nee  Genesis.” 

The  colonel  opoke  with  &  grest  deal  of  feeling,  as  he  rss  ti.en 
living  with  his  third  v.ife. 

"Well,  one  clay  Charley  *4 s  down  to  th?-  ferry  on  business  end 
stepped  into  the  b^r-roosa  there  to  yet  a  flags  of  seltzer  rater  — 
Hlght’  thin  truck,  gefttleftei  .  ad  finished  his  drink,  set  hi* 

glass  on  the  be r  end  turned  to  ;o  out  when  there  in  th<.  door 
stood  Fete  Looker,  hie  revolver  cocked  end  pointed  at  him.  There 


* 


\ 


. 


/’ 


l 


tasn't  utuoh  ti»6  to  tii ink ,  gentlemen,  tout  Charley  says  it  flashed 
acron*  hi.  mind  th*t  ^«t«f*;  gun  Would  tootsy  fire,  so  he  jerked  out 
hi-  on*  and  *ulled  tk#  tri  $$*t*  Next  tiui  yuu  set  CU  rley ,  look 
carefully  at  his  ri^ht  ear  »na  you  it  ill  see  that  one  corner  of  it 
ain’t  there.  i'hat  k&ya  ’lets  i.osher'E  mark*.  Charley’s  bullet 
struck  Pet*  .jiumb  in  the  -  jugular  sndhc  gave  a  sort  of  gurgle  und 
fail  all  in  a  heap.  .ihe  barkaeyer  said  it  cost  toi*u  a  dollar  to 
ha«r*  tii*  floor  alsanad  uj>,  and  Charley  ye  id  the  bill  like  a 
g«nbleaant  sir •  ’ 


* 
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